DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
to be told something that is not true, and then not to be told that
it was wrong because that is not in the public interest.
(4) A question was asked in the House about Sir Horace Wilson.
He, as you know, accompanied Mr. Chamberlain on his three
journeys to Herr Hitler, he made a fourth journey in between as
Mr. Chamberlain's emissary, he was Chief Economic Adviser to
the Cabinet, he read the ultimatum to the Czechoslovak
'observers', 'stating formally that he had nothing to add', and, as
it seems to me, it would have been a matter of the most enormous
public interest "to know what Sir Horace Wilson's qualifications
were in foreign affairs, for assisting at the carve-up of Czecho-
slovakia, and for a leading part in the process of altering the map
of Europe.
The answer given was that it was the practice of the House not
to mention the name of any permanent official and we deprecate
any departure from the usual practice.
We deprecate. We deplore. The usual practice. Mischief-
making. Not in the public interest. Fouling your own nest.
Do you see how you are fobbed off and bamboozled and have
dust thrown in your eyes and are duped? What in the name of
Demosthenes is the advantage of a democracy manipulated like
this one?
Insanity Fair brought me a letter from an American reader.
This is an extract from it:
I have come to the reluctant conclusion that England is in
feet no friend of democracy and while in fact pretending to
be such a friend is in fact a friend of the Fascist countries,
Germany, Italy and Japan, and would destroy the power and
prestige of democracies rather than have these Fascist countries
defeated and discredited. It seems to me that, notwithstand-
ing that the English people are democratic at heart, they are
actually ruled by a small group of Tories who would sacrifice
democracy and the whole British Empire rather than see real
democracy and liberalism supreme. They seem to fear that if
the radical and democratic countries become more powerful,
it will encourage radicalism in their o\vn country with the
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